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Well here it is almost May, time is really 
flying bye this year. Our May meeting is 
going to be very special and one that 
won’t be easily forgotten, Why you ask? 
Because it will be our 
Charter signing ceremony. 
Jane Ellen and Mary 
Frances will be flying in 
from Texas to perform the 
ceremony, Those members 
present at the May meeting 
will have the opportunity to 
sign the charter, So please make a 
special attempt to be at this meeting. We 
have also planned a very special dinner 
for this meeting. We will be having 

Turkey with all the trimmings. If you 
haven’t yet paid your Tri-Ess & CLE 
dues they were due in April, we will 
check the list and notify you if you 

haven’t paid yet. I am also a little 
disappointed in the amount of 
reservations we received for the 
Dinner Theatre, we only had 7 
people sign up, your really going 
to miss something spectacular. I 
hope to see all our members at 
the next meeting, This is the one 

you don’t want to miss. 
 
Michelle Lynn Thomas 
Chair, CLE Board of Directors 

By Jenny Lynn 
 
The world is filled with all different 
types of packaging. Generally speaking 
all packaging have labels. This gives the 
consumer the input he/she needs to 
decide if the product is something, 
useful, desirable, safe.  Does it fit the 
environment  that the consumer wants, 
needs to place it in?  A Yes labels, the 
government demands them on all 
products to insure that the customer 
knows what they are getting. Where 
would we be without labels?  
 
Just for a minute think what it be like if 
society didn’t have labels on everything.  

Could the consumer function if it didn’t 
know what it is purchasing, how to use 
it?  How to apply or take care of the 
products.  
 
Imagine the confusion, concern, fear,  if 
we went to the store and nothing was 
labeled.  No sizes on dresses, shoes, 
cans, plastic liquid containers 
Goods all just sitting there with know 
labels, Scary thought? We do need labels 
or do we.  
 
Obviously we need them for goods, 
services because they tell us exactly 
what it is. A pear is a pear. A shoe size 
10 will fit that size foot and so on. This 
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person  is a male and all that that label 
brings to mind . This a female and this is 
what they are. 
Everything is black or white.  Labels  
eliminate confusion. 
 
Then comes along a individual who is 
different. Who doesn’t fit the label of a 
man or woman. Now confusion sets in. 
There is no label or is there.    
Perhaps if society would accept that 
people shouldn’t be labeled. That each 
of us is  different be it a product of 
genetic coding, DNA , environment, 
race, color, creed.  Perhaps the product  
labeled “Human Beings” would be more 

widely accepted. Prejudice, hatred, 
crimes, murders would be drastically 
reduced.  
 
Just maybe if people would accept who 
we are, take the time to see that we 
really are all basically the same but 
posses characteristics that allow us to be 
individuals then we truly could have a 
label that says “Human Being” No two 
are alike. All are basically good, come in 
different tribes, shapes, sizes, colors, 
flavors and basically wear well. ONE 
SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL 

According to today's regulators and 
bureaucrats, those of us who were kids 
in the 40's, 50's, 60's, 70's or even the 
early 80's, probably shouldn't have 
survived.  
 
Our baby cribs were covered with bright 
colored lead-based paint. We had no 
childproof lids on medicine bottles, 
doors or cabinets, and when we rode our 
bikes, we had no helmets. (Not to 
mention the risks we took hitchhiking.) 
As children, we would ride in cars with 
no seat belts or air bags. Riding in the 
back of a pickup truck on a warm day 
was always a special treat.  
 
We drank water from the garden hose 
and not from a bottle. Horrors! We ate 
cupcakes, bread and butter, and drank 
soda pop with sugar in it, but we were 
never overweight because we were 
always outside playing. We shared one 
soft drink with four friends, from one 

bottle, and no one actually died from 
this.  
 
We would spend hours building our go-
carts out of scraps and then rode down 
the hill, only to find out we forgot the 
brakes. After running into the bushes a 
few times, we learned to solve the 
problem. We would leave home in the 
morning and play all day, as long as we 
were back when the street lights came 
on. No one was able to reach us all day. 
No cell phones. Unthinkable!  
 
We did not have Play stations, Nintendo 
64, X-Boxes, no video games at all, no 
99 channels on cable, video tape movies, 
surround sound, personal cell phones, 
personal computers, or Internet chat 
rooms. We had friends! We went outside 
and found them.  
 
We played dodge ball, and sometimes, 
the ball would really hurt. We fell out of 

���
�����������
�����������
�����������
�������� ����

 

 

���������
�

�
��������
��������

��
�����������
�	���

	��
�����	��
���������� ��	�

�
!�� ���������"�
�	#���
�� �

���������$��	�%��
���������	�%� ��	�

�
!���$�������&�"������������ �

'��%�������������

�
!�� �$�&�����������
����

�
�����$��	�%��
�
���������#�(����� �����

�
��������������)*���


��
�����������
�	���
	��
�����	��
���������� ��	�

�
��(��������*������
'��%�������������

�
��#	��������

���������$��	�%��
���������	�%� ��	�

�
�
�������	
� �� �

��� ���� ���	
�� ���������� � �	�� ������ � ���
��������� ���������� ��� 
	���� ��
������ ���� 
	���� ��� 
 	��
��
	������
����������� ������!���"���������
�
	���� ��
������
������������������������������
�������������



 - 3 - 

trees, got cut and broke bones and teeth, 
and there were no lawsuits from these 
accidents. They were accidents. No one 
was to blame but us. Remember 
accidents? We had fights and punched 
each other and got black and blue and 
learned to get over it. We made up 
games with sticks and tennis balls and 
ate worms, and although we were told it 
would happen, we did not put out very 
many eyes, nor did the worms live inside 
us forever. We rode bikes or walked to a 
friend's home and knocked on the door, 
or rang the bell or just walked in and 
talked to them.  
 
Little League had tryouts and not 
everyone made the team. Those who 
didn't had to learn to deal with 
disappointment. Some students weren't 

as smart as others, so they failed a grade 
and were held back to repeat the same 
grade. Horrors! Tests were not adjusted 
for any reason. Our actions were our 
own. Consequences were expected, not 
to hide behind. The idea of a parent 
bailing us out if we broke a law was 
unheard of. They actually sided with the 
law. Imagine that!  
 
This generation has produced some of 
the best risk-takers and problem solvers 
and inventors, ever. The past 50 years 
have been an explosion of innovation 
and new ideas. We had freedom, failure, 
success and responsibility, and we 
learned how to deal with it all.  
 
And you're one of them. 
Congratulations! 

We attended our first meeting of the 
Cleveland Tri-Ess group, on 5 April, at 
the meeting place.  The meeting place 
felt secure and comfortable.  Beth is 
recently out, Lyn is a new significant 
other, so we were both understandably 
nervous. 
 
This was short lived because we were 
warmly greeted by Cheryl, Lisa and 

Michelle.  As others came, we were 
introduced and conversation flowed 
easily.  The SO group provided lively 
discussion and varied points of view.   
We enjoyed the support, the meal and 
the Petra fashion show, and look forward 
to attending May's charter signing 
ceremony. 
 
Beth and Lyn 

I hate to disappoint you all, but I really 
need someone else to take over the job 
of newsletter editor.  If anyone is 
interested in volunteering I’d be happy 
to help them out getting started.  I have 
all the graphics and I can donate the 
software for them to use.  It really isn’t 

difficult or time consuming.  My plate is 
completely full right and I need to clear 
a little of it. 
 
Thank you, and I hope to hear from 
somebody real soon. 
Lisa Ann 
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Please excuse 
the short 
Newsletter this 
month.  I not 
only received 
only a few 
articles, but 
Cheryl and I 
went away on 
a much needed 
vacation. 
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CLE Meeting Minutes – April 5, 2003 
 
The meeting was opened by Michelle at 
8:00pm, as usual we began the meeting with 
introductions, this month we welcomed Beth 
and her SO, Lyn from PA.  And Jenny and her 
SO Sharon, from OH. 
 
Dues for both Tri-Ess and our chapter are Due 
in April. And Lisa spoke with each member 
regarding the payment of said dues. 
 
Outreach:  Lisa had received a letter from 
Marlene Liston which contained the titles in 
the book pack currently offered.  Lisa passed 
this information on to Jacki, who will be 
contacting libraries this month and will report 
on her progress at the May meeting. 
 
The May meeting is going to be very special 
due to the fact that we will be having a charter 
signing ceremony, with Jane Ellen and Mary 
Frances who will be coming to Cleveland for 
this special event.  On Sunday, May 4th, the 
group will be going to the Carousel Dinner 
Theater to see the Music Man, and have 
dinner.  This will be a dressed event, and the 
Carousel is providing a separate restroom for 
the groups use. 
 
Lisa then spoke about acquiring a domain 
name and the name agreed on is www.triess-
cle.org.  The cost of the domain and site is 
96.00 for the first year, and 116.00 thereafter.  
Lisa will be paying this out the monies 
collected from meeting fees and dues. 
 
The members present were then given a copy 
of the membership pledge to read and sign.  
This will be done in April of every year to 
keep everyone current. 
 
Michelle then told of an opportunity to have 
the group go to Slinging Scissors salon in 
Strongsville on a Friday night, for salon 
services.  The salon would be closed to the 
public, and they would provide wine and 
cheese, and discount rate for services 
performed that night.  If you would be 

interested in such an outing, please let 
Michelle know. 
 
*** SPICE July 9 – 13, 2003 ***  
 
In Connecticut, if you are interested in 
attending you can get amore information by 
going on-line to www.tre-ess.org/spice SPICE 
is registered with PayPal, so that you can pay 
for it on=line. 
 
Jackie is exploring the possibility of either 
having someone from a wig shop come in with 
wigs or going to a shop as a group, with the 
shop being closed to the public at that  time.  
She will report at the next meeting. 
 
Saturday, My 3rd is our first SO Ladies day 
out.  We will be going shopping at a mall and 
having lunch together.  Contact Cheryl if you 
are interested in attending what looks to be a 
fun filled day.  ( and look at it this way ladies, 
our SO’s will have to do everything for the 
meeting themselves. )  Our rummage sale has 
been postponed until the June meeting, so that 
still gives us plenty of time to spring clean out 
those closets. 
 
Lisa introduced Tracy Bevins, who presented a 
Petra Lingerie show after the close the 
business meeting. 
 
The dinner for the May meeting is going to be 
a special one, due to the special one event.  
Following is a listing of who’s bringing what 
for this special night.  Please contact Michelle 
of Lisa ASAP with what you would like to 
provide for the May meeting. 
 
Cheryl & Lisa – Turkey 
Rachael – Cheese Potatoes 
Jacki – cranberry sauce 
Sharon – Green bean casserole 
Paulette – Cranberry Jell-O 
Geri – Pumpkin Pie 
Laura – Salad 
Cheryl – Special Cake Celebrating the 
Evening Event. 

 

Anyone 
interested in 
assisting the 
chapter in 
anyway, please 
do not hesitate 
to contact any 
board member. 


