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Happy New Year!  2005 is off to a very good start, we have several 
new people coming to our January meeting. We also have several new 
databases in our yahoo group, which are for Dinner planning, Program 
sign-up and 2005 programs, thanks to Cheryl. Don’t 
Forget our January meeting will be our holiday party and also a gift 
exchange, gifts for the exchange should be $10 or less. The new 
Officers will take office this month also. I hope to see all of you at the 
meeting. 
 
Michelle Thomas 
Chair, CLE Board of Directors 
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Lawsuit expands rights to transgender people, gays 
Dec. 29 -- Thanks to a lawsuit settled earlier this  month, a 
transgender firefighter can keep her job — and the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act can be used to protect other transgender people  from employment 
discrimination, Out in Cleveland reported today. 
 
Jimmie Lee Smith, a transgender firefighter in Sale m, Ohio, sued city 
officials two years ago, arguing they had pressured  her to quit after 
she began presenting as a woman on the job. 
 
A judge originally dismissed Smith's case, siding w ith the city — and 
most federal courts — that the 1964 act did not pro tect against 
discrimination based on sexual orientation or gende r identity. 
 
But the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, which cover s Ohio, Kentucky, 
Michigan and Tennessee, unanimously disagreed. The court's decision, 
which grants employment protections to transgender people, lesbians and 
gays, has created new case law that could affect si milar discrimination 
lawsuits throughout the country. 
 
Salem officials unsuccessfully appealed the circuit  court's ruling. 
Smith and officials reached an out-of-court settlem ent Dec. 10. 
 
Smith, who is the only female firefighter in Salem,  has resumed her 
duties as a lieutenant. 
 
"I would do it all over again," she told Out in Cle veland. "Most of the 
guys (at the fire department) are getting used to i t, and all of the 
guys on my shift are doing well with it." 
 
 
ACLU of Ohio 
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DRESSING and DECORUM 
 

CDing and the Public Persona 
By Carol Leigh 

 
 
The other day Sandy and I sat down to bowls of cere al. He had his "standard" size and I 
my "condiment" size. I finished first, naturally, a nd with a small dribble of milk in the 
bottom, I tipped up the bowl, poured the milk into my spoon, and put the spoonful of milk 
into my mouth. He laughed hysterically and said..." You need to run a behavior and decorum 
class for CDers! Some of them know need to how to d o that." This opened a whole realm of 
experiences I have encountered recently. I heard an other story about one of our gals who 
had "borrowed" clothing from the wife, and then ret urned it to the drawer unwashed. 
Another was pretending his breast forms were basket balls and "flipping" them back and 
forth. An article was comparing the "impersonating of a female" to the practice early 
last century of "black face" performers. And I pers onally get sick and tired of hearing 
about "panties." In the last 20 years, I remember d iscussing bras once and panties never, 
with another "girlfriend." 
 



Before I go any further...please realize, I am NOT including all our sisters in this. 
Hopefully this pertains to only a few. But I, for o ne, have a hard time convincing anyone 
that crossdressing is a "condition" when there are some out there so "over the hill" in 
behavior as to not be the least bit convincing that  they are doing anything but making a 
mockery of the whole situation. 
 
I recently heard a radio program talking about the "tricksters" of history, and yes, even 
in religion, in fiction, and lore. Every major cult ure has its "tricksters" and without 
exception, all the archetypal mythic trickster figu res are male. Even in today_s comics 
and cartoons, all are male figures. Wylie Coyote, B ugs Bunny, Garfield in fiction, Howard 
Stern and Dennis Rodman in fact. They turn the worl d upside down, do what we might want 
to do but would never consider, and break all the t aboos and get away with it. They are 
rogues, un-socialized and selfish. There are no adu lt female tricksters. The idea of a 
female rogue is scary. The first woman that any of us encountered was "Mom." The concept 
of a mother as being unreliable or tricky is scary.  Where there are occasional 
occurrences of a female trickster, she is young, an d not of motherhood status. The role 
of "mother" status is considered too societally imp ortant to ever have an adult female 
trickster. Men can amuse and trick, 
 but the primal instinct in us all restricts that r ole from the female. 
 
I can relate. When I experience a CDer being boiste rous, uncouth, not "lady like", and in 
fact, being a "trickster", I am at a loss to defend  them as having a "condition" they 
were born with and an honest desire to experience t heir femme side. Exaggerated 
mannerisms and exotic attire make a mockery of the whole concept of "experiencing their 
femme side." Please ladies; mind your P_s and Q_s. Remember the ancient societies who 
revered the woman as the mother figure, much too im portant to ever become a "trickster" 
Save your hilarity; ladies of old even covered thei r mouth to laugh. Any behavior that 
would draw attention to one-self is considered "unc outh." Table manners speak volumes 
about your upbringing and status in society. Overt sexuality, explicit language, and 
bodily "noises" belong someplace out of sight. True  "women" have spent a lifetime 
learning the behavior that makes them "lady-like." To experience the "femme" as anything 
less is to make a mockery of precisely what you 
 want society to accept. You want them to believe t hat you do have a femme side, that you 
have a softer, gentler personality you would like t o experience, and you are not trying 
to draw attention to yourself as a trickster or clo wn. If that is what you are wanting, 
conduct yourself in such a way as to be "believable ." And that is much more than breast 
forms, waist cinchers, wigs, and heels. It is the v ery way your "deportment" shows. It is 
the action that speaks much, much louder than words ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP!!! 
I NEED ARTICLES  
FOR NEWSLETTER 

 
DEADLINE IS TWO WEEKS 

BEFORE   MEETING 
 

SEND YOUR LITERARY MASTERPIECES 
TO CHERYL@RAINBOWTRAIL.INFO 



 
 

Baguettes and Cheese  Marie    

Carrot Cake  Amanda    

Green Bean Casserole  Julie and Elisabeth    

Ham  Lisa    

Macaroni Salad  Carousel    

Pop, Chips & Dip  Michelle    

Punch  Cheryl    

Scalloped Potatoes  Paulette    

Sugar Free Dessert  Elisabeth    

Veggie Plate  Gerri    
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Free is not the same as free and easy 
  

Change your thoughts and you change your world  
  

Experience is a wonderful thing; it enables you to  
become recognize a mistake every time you repeat it 

  
Enjoy the little things,  one day you may look back  

and realize they were the big things 
  

People who tell you never to let little things bother  
you have never slept in a room of mosquitoes 

  
True friendship is a plant of slow growth 

  
Anybody with money to burn will easily find  

someone to tend the fire 
  

There is a foolish corner in the brain of the wisest man 
  

Our faults irritate us most when we see them in others 
A man without patience is like a lamp without oil 

   
If in the last few years, you haven't discarded a major  

opinion or acquired a new one, check your pulse you may be dead 

  
Not until we are lost do we begin to understand ourselves 

  
When the heavens weep, the earth shall live 

  
It isn't the mountains ahead that wear you out.   

It's the grain of sand in yours shoes 
  

Knowledge  cannot make us all leaders,  
but it can help us decide which leaders to follow 

  
You've removed most of the road blocks to success  

when you've learned the difference between motion and direction 
  

Patience is the ability to put up with other people 
you'd like to put down  

  
In any contest between power and patience, bet on patience 

  
Most worries are reruns 

  
Heaven goes by favor,  

if it went by merit you would stay out and your dog would go in 

  
Knowledge is gained by learning...trust by doubt... 

skill by practice and love by love 
  

Talk not of strength, till your heart has know and fought  
with weakness through long hours alone 

  
Talk not of virtue, till your conquering soul has met  

temptation and gained full control 
  

Boast not of garments all scorched by sin,  
till you have passed unscorched through fires within 

 

A CHORUS LINE 
May 18 - July 9, 2005 
The dancer's version of "American Idol," this Tony 
award-winning musical is truly "One Singular 
Sensation!" Find out what really happens 
backstage - before the bows, before the accolades! 
What's the grueling audition process really like? 
Each performer has a dream to shine on Broadway 
and will do whatever it takes to make the final cut! 
The actors must prove their talent and that they are 
more than just another headshot. In this 
experience the performer's emotional roller coaster 
of joy, rejection and triumph. As their personalities 
and talents are revealed, Zach the Choreographer 
can only choose eight for the Broadway line - will 
our favorite make it to Opening Night? An ultimate 
expression of musical theatre, A CHORUS LINE 
features high-stepping production numbers and a 
glitzy grand finale. Set to the snazzy showbiz 
songs "I Can Do That," "What I Did For Love" and 
"I Hope I Get It" ... be ahead of the rest, see it at 
the Carousel before the revival comes to 
Broadway!                                                           
 
We are looking into attending this at the 
Carousel Dinner Theatre, Akron , OH 
Saturday, June 11.  Cost of tickets $49.50 and 
includes main dinner entre and show.  
Appetizers, desserts and  drinks are extra.  If we 
get more than 20, we will get a discount. 
 
Those interested, please contact Cheryl. 
 
Deadline for reservations and money will be 
May 7th. 
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Groaners 
  
Two antennas meet on a roof, fall in love, & get married. The ceremony wasn't 
much, but the reception was excellent. 

 ~*~ 
Two hydrogen atoms walk into a bar. One says, "I've lost my electron." The other 
says, "Are you sure?" The first replies, "Yes, I'm positive..." 

 ~*~ 
A jumper cable walks into a bar. The bartender says, "I'll serve you, but don't start 
anything." 

 ~*~ 
Two peanuts walk into a bar, and one was a salted. 

 ~*~ 
A sandwich walks into a bar. The bartender says, "Sorry we don't serve food in 
here." 

 ~*~ 
A man walks into a bar with a slab of asphalt under his arm and says: "A beer 
please, and one for the road." 

 ~*~ 
Two cannibals are eating a clown. One says to the other: "Does this 
taste funny to you?" 

 ~*~ 
"Doc, I can't stop singing The Green Green Grass of Home." "That sounds like 
Tom Jones Syndrome." "Is it common?" Doc says "It's Not Unusual." 

 ~*~ 
Two cows standing next to each other in a field, Daisy says to Dolly, "I was 
artificially inseminated this morning." "I don't believe you," said Dolly. "It's true, 
no bull!" exclaimed Daisy. 

 ~*~ 
An invisible man marries an invisible woman. The kids were nothing to look at 
either. 

 ~*~ 
A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet and says, "My dog's cross-eyed. Is there 
anything you can do for him?" "Well," says the vet, "let's have a look at him." So 
he picks the dog up and examines his eyes, then checks his teeth. Finally, he says, 
"I'm going to have to put him down." "What? Because he's cross-eyed?" "No, 
because he's really heavy." 

 ~*~ 
I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day but couldn't find any. 

 ~*~ 
I went to the butcher's the other day and I bet him 50 bucks that he couldn't reach 
the meat off the top shelf. He said, "No, the steaks are too high." 

 ~*~ 
I went to a seafood disco last week... and pulled a mussel. 

 ~*~ 
What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh. 

 ~*~ 
Two termites walk into a bar. One asks, "Is the bar tender here?"
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

January 8 2005 
Belated Christmas Party 

$10 gift exchange 
 

February 5, 2005 
CLE Meeting 

SO Month 
Program: Rape Crisis 

 
February 17-20, 2005 
Puttin’ on the Glitz 

Phoeniz AZ 
http://glitzball.com 

 
February 25 – March 7, 2005 
Dignity Cruise #22 (Panama 

Canal) 
www.pmpub.com 

 
March 5, 2005 
CLE Meeting 

 
April 2, 2005 
CLE Meeting 

 
April 26-30, 2005 
IFGE Conference 

Austin TX 
Theme: “Sex, Gender and Politics: 

Exploring the Connections” 
 

May 7, 2005 
CLE Meeting 

 
June 4, 2005 
CLE Meeting 

 
July 2, 2005 

NO MEETING DUE TO 
HOLIDAY 

 
July 13-17,2005 

SPICE (There’s SPICE in them 
thar hills!) 
Denver CO 

www.tri-ess.org/spice 
 

November 2005 
Holiday En Femme 
Curtesy of TSNE 

Date TBA 
 

December 3, 2005 
CLE Christmas Party 

What’s New at CLE! 
 

As a result of last month’s meeting, three databases were set up on our 
Yahoo Groups.  One concerns itself with our meals.  Now we have a 
place to sign up for what we plan on bringing which serves not only as 
a reminder to each of us what we’re responsible for but also what is 
needed. 
 
The second is a listing of program ideas.  Anyone can add to the list and 
anyone can volunteer to work on a program.  This makes it easier on 
the officers when they need to fill in blanks. 
 
The third is a working calendar for programs.  Again, anyone can make 
entries and keep us advised as to the progress of the programs. 
 

Tentative Program   Member   

Carousel Dinner Theatre (outside activity)    

Christmas Party (Dec. 2005)  All members  

Christmas Party (Jan 2005)  All Members  

Fashion Museum Tour  Julie W.  

Mary Kay Cosmetics    

Movie Night    

National Officers Month (Oct)  Cheryl  

Petra Lingerie Party    

Poise and Decorum  Gerri  

Rape Crisis Center  Amanda  

Self Defense for all ladies  Julie W.  

Slinging Scissors  Gerri  

Virtual Wigs  Lisa  
 

PROGRAMS IN THE WORKS 

What will matter 
What will matter is not what you bought, but what 

you built; not what you got, but what you gave. 
 

What will matter is not your success, but your 
significance. 

 
What will matter is not what you learned, but what 

you taught. 
 

What will matter is every act of integrity, 
compassion, courage or sacrifice that enriched, 
empowered or encouraged others to emulate your 

example. 
-Author Unknown- 


